[Your Name]
[Your Address]
[Your Suburb and Postcode]
[Your Email]

[Date]

Dear [Minister Berry / Chief Minister Barr / Treasurer Steel / Ms Nuttall / Mr Hanson / Mr Emerson / Ms Carrick],

Resource the future our students deserve

I am writing to you as a concerned member of the ACT community about the chronic under-resourcing of our public school system.

The current resourcing situation

The facts speak for themselves: 84% of ACT public schools (77 out of 92) are currently operating over their allocated budgets. This is not a problem of individual school mismanagement: this is a systemic crisis that demands immediate attention.

When schools lack adequate resourcing, our children pay the price. Classes are being split, collapsed, or cancelled altogether. Some schools cannot even operate a full five-day timetable because they don't have enough staff. Students are missing out on having a teacher in their classroom, and teachers are being stretched to breaking point trying to do their best with insufficient resources.

What proper resourcing requires

Every student in the ACT deserves:

• A teacher in every classroom, for every lesson—no exceptions
• Support staff such as learning support assistants and school psychologists to help students when they need additional support
• Sufficient resources to implement government education reforms effectively
• Learning environments where educators can focus on teaching, not budget constraints
[make additions here if there are additional issues you would like to raise]

The ACT Government is implementing major reforms to strengthen literacy and numeracy education and is rolling out a new inclusive education strategy. These are important initiatives, but they cannot succeed without proper resourcing. We need assurance that these plans are adequately resourced.

My personal connection [PERSONALISE THIS SECTION]

[This is where you share your personal story. Examples:
• As a parent/guardian of students at [school name], I have witnessed...
• As a teacher at [school name], I experience firsthand...
• As a community member, I have seen the impact on...
• Share specific examples of how under-resourcing has affected your school community]


The independent review

I welcome the government's commitment to an independent review of ACT public school resourcing. This review is an important first step, but it must lead to real change. I urge you to:

1. Ensure the review comprehensively assesses the true cost of delivering quality public education
2. Commit to implementing the review's recommendations with adequate funding
3. Address the immediate crisis facing schools that are operating significantly over budget
4. Guarantee baseline resourcing that ensures a teacher in every classroom, for every lesson and with the resources they need to support every one of their students

A call to action

Our public schools are the foundation of our community and our children's future. The ACT’s great public schools have always been a source of pride in our community, and something that draws people to live and work in Canberra.

I respectfully ask you to champion properly resourced public schools and ensure that the independent review leads to meaningful, funded improvements. Every child in the ACT deserves the opportunity to reach their full potential with the support of a well-resourced public education system.

I look forward to your response and to seeing concrete action to resource the future our students deserve.


Yours sincerely,



[Your Name]
KEY CONTACT DETAILS FOR ACT MLAs

LABOR GOVERNMENT MINISTERS

Minister Yvette Berry
Deputy Chief Minister
Minister for Education and Early Childhood Development
Email: berry@act.gov.au

Chief Minister Andrew Barr
Chief Minister of the Australian Capital Territory
Email: barr@act.gov.au

Treasurer Chris Steel
ACT Treasurer
Email: steel@act.gov.au


GREENS

Laura Nuttall MLA
ACT Greens Member for Ginninderra
Email: nuttall@parliament.act.gov.au


CANBERRA LIBERALS

Jeremy Hanson MLA
Shadow Minister for Education and Early Childhood Development
Liberal Member for Murrumbidgee
Email: hanson@parliament.act.gov.au


CROSSBENCH INDEPENDENTS

Thomas Emerson MLA
Independent Member for Kurrajong
Email: emerson@parliament.act.gov.au
Website: www.thomasemerson.com

Fiona Carrick MLA
Independent Member for Murrumbidgee
Email: carrick@parliament.act.gov.au
Website: www.fionacarrick.com


TIPS FOR WRITING TO MLAs

• Be personal: Share your own story and connection to ACT public schools
• Be specific: Include concrete examples of how under-resourcing affects your community
• Be respectful: Maintain a constructive and professional tone
• Be clear: State what action you want the MLA to take
• Follow up: If you don't receive a response within 2-3 weeks, send a polite follow-up
